
Series: Together for Grace (The GospelÑ Putting First Things First!) 
Title: “Joined at the Heart” 
Text: Philippians 1:3-11 
 
 

 
Our partnership in the gospel is central to our relationship with one another as 

believers. 
 
 
MOTIVATION 
 

• Thoracophagus: The most common form of conjoined twins, occurring in between 35-
40% of all cases. The twins share part of the chest wall in the upper portion of the torso. 
When this occurs, usually there is one heart shared between the two, making it impossible 
to separate the children and save both. Essentially, a ‘shared heart’ is the only way to 
ensure life for both twins. 

• Christian fellowship (“partnership”) is self-sacrificing conformity to the gospel. 
 
 
EXPOSITION & APPLICATION 
 

i The passion for the gospel is the only thing strong enough to hold together the 
extraordinary diversity of people who constitute many churches: men & women, young 
& old, blue collar & white collar, healthy & ill, black & white, educated & uneducated, 
rich & poor, etc. (5) 

i What should tie us together—what we should talk about after church—is not mere 
civilities, the weather, sports, our careers & children, our aches & pains. No, but a 
passion for the gospel! 

i The gospel of Jesus Christ—God Himself reconciling us to Himself—is the focus and 
source of our relationship with one another. 

i Our partnership (or fellowship) in the gospel implies that we do life together for the sake 
of the gospel. In the NT it has commercial overtones, indicating self-sacrificing 
conformity to a shared vision. Two men who go into business together make a 
commitment to the same cause and even invest their savings in the enterprise. 

 
 
How should we respond to one another as partners in the gospel? (5) 
 

1. Rejoice and thank God for each another. (3-4) 
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i Paul’s greatest joy was in the work of God in and through the Philippians. (4; cf. 3 
Jn. 4) 

 
 
2. Remember that God isn’t finished with any of us. (6) 

 
i The perseverance of the saints is the result of God’s work in the true believer and 

gives occasion for great confidence, joy and thanksgiving (cf. Jn. 2:24; 8:31; Mk. 
4:16-17; Heb. 3:14). 

i God, accordingly, is not like men. Men conduct experiments, but God carries out 
a plan. God never does anything by halves. Men often do. 

 
 

3. Demonstrate Christian affection for each other. (7-8) 
 

i Grace is the very nature of the gospel that binds us together. 
i This disposition on his part the apostle does not claim any special credit. He says, 

“It is right (morally obligatory) for me to be thus minded (or disposed)” (cf. Phil. 
2:5; 3:15, 19; 4:2; also Rom. 8:5; 11:20; I Cor. 13:11; Gal. 5:10). Ill-will toward 
the Philippians, a refusal to thank God for them, while in his inmost being he is 
convinced of their loyalty to God’s cause, would have been highly improper. 

i The Philippians had given evidence of their participation with Paul in the grace of 
God. They had proved it in his bonds, that is, his imprisonment and they had also 
proved it in something which, as it stood in the closest possible association with 
this imprisonment, is mentioned immediately afterward, namely, the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel. 

i Some commentators seem to dissociate these two (a. bonds and b. defense and 
confirmation of the gospel), and regard b. as referring to Paul’s preaching in 
general over the course of the years. But the fact that the apostle mentions b. 
immediately after a. is significant and shows that in the present instance the two 
should not be thus separated. 

i It is evident from this clause that when these words were written Paul had already 
appeared before the Roman authorities. 

i He now shows that this is no exaggeration: For God is my witness how I am 
yearning for you all with the deeply-felt affection of Christ Jesus. Because it is 
important that the Philippians shall know how ardently he loves them, that they 
may be confirmed in the truths which he conveys and may take to heart his 
admonitions, the apostle appeals to the God who cannot lie and who judges the 
hearts of men. 

 
 

4. Pray for each other’s sanctification in Christ. (9-11) 
 

• Mature love (9) 
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i Paul prayed that the gospel would be realized in each of the Philippian 
believers. (9) 

i Now Paul does not pray that the Philippians may begin to exercise this 
love, but that the ocean of their love may rise to its full height, 
overflowing its entire perimeter; in fact, that it may thus abound more and 
more. It is characteristic of Paul that he is never satisfied with anything 
short of perfection. 

i Fully developed love never travels alone. It is accompanied by all the 
other virtues. Though knowledge apart from love leaves its possessor a 
spiritual zero (1 Cor. 13:2), and though “knowledge puffs up but love 
builds up” (1 Cor. 8:1), love also needs knowledge, particularly real, full, 
advanced spiritual knowledge ( � πίγνωσις) in the sense in which the word 
is used in Rom. 10:2 (cf. 1 Cor. 13:12). 

i The taste and feeling for that which in any concrete situation is spiritually 
beautiful, the aesthetic sense in the sphere of Christian duty and doctrine 
(α � σθησις is the Greek word, occurring only here in the New 
Testament). Love, in other words, should be judicious. This keen 
discernment or perception, born of experience, is the ability of mind and 
heart to separate not only the good from the bad, but also the important 
from the unimportant. 

 
• Eternal priorities (10) 

 
i Paul doesn’t want the believers to be satisfied with mediocrity, but instead 

to move on to experience “what is best.” (10) 
i The man who not only has the ability to distinguish but also actually 

chooses the things that really matter, in preference to those that are either 
bad or of little importance, does this with a view to being “pure and 
blameless.” 

i Underlying the first adjective is probably the image of precious metal 
from which the dross has been removed; hence, unmixed, without alloy; 
and so, in the moral sense, pure. Underlying the second is that of arriving 
at one’s destination not stumbled against, i.e., uninjured by any obstacles 
in the road. 

 
• Visible righteousness (11; cf. Gal 5:22-23) 


