Series: Togeher for Grace (The GogpdN Putting First ThingsFirst!)

Title:  Orhe Dilemma of Self-Denial O
Text:  Philippians1:18-26
Biv 1deg
Disciples should strive to honorChrist in life and death,
and to advance thegod during ther lifetimes.
MOTIVATION

Many years ago when John G. Paton was preparing to go as amissionay to the South
Sea ldands an aging Christian named Dickson warned him, Or ouwill be eaten by
Cannibas! OPaton replied, QMr. Dickson, you are advanced in years now, and your own
progpect is soonto belaid in thegrave, there to beeaten by worms; | confess to you, that
if 1 can butlive and die serving and honauringthe Lord Jesus it will make no difference
to me whether | am eaten by Cannibds or by worms; and in the Great Day my
resurrection bodywill arise asfair as yourin thelikeness of our risen Redeemer.O
[Paton® autobiography, Missionary to the New Hebrides: An Autobiography; edited by
his brother]

Luke9:23 \
2And hesaid to all, Of anyonewould come after me, let him deny himself and take up
his cross daly and follow me.

If we deny oursalves as Christ commanded us it will mean tha we live with ahuge
dilemmal

EXPOSITION

I Having stated how his imprisonment has resulted in the progress of thegopd so tha
Christ is prodaimed even by those whos motives are anything butworthy, Paul now
returnsto thematter of his future as a prisona. [O®rien]

i Theultimate outcome of Paul@imprisonment is at onelevel notwholly certain. At
another level, however, hisfuture circumstances are entirely certain, snce he knows
tha Qvhether by life or by deathQ(v. 20) Christ will be exalted. [Thielman)]

i Thislongparagraph eloquently states Paul@ confidence in that reality and, at its
conduson, skillfully reintroduces the topic of the advancement of thegosd (v. 25),
thoughthis time focusng on the Philippiansrather than on Paul. [Thielman]

I Inverses 12-18aPaul was concerned with the progress of thegogd in his present
circumstances. In verses 18b-26 heis concerned with the future. Both present and
future, Paul is absolutely devoted to thegogd. [Thielman]




« TheDesireN To horor Christ in life or death (18-20)

1. Don®be satisfied with gopd nogalgia. (18)

18 DTheapogle® thoughs movefrom his present joy, concerning the preaching of
Christ by any and every means to his future joy regarding his own ddiverance and
thehonoiing of Christ in all circumstances. [O@rien]

18 DPaul will rgjoiceif Christ is preached (see 189, buttha@ nat the only source
of hisrgoicing. Hewill also rejoiceif Christ is honored in hislife or death.
[Carson]

Paul wasn® satisfied with gogpd advancement in the present (12-189), buthewas
committed to gogpd advancement in thefuture. [J9]

2. Pray for theHoly Spirit to empower suffering Christians. (19)

19 B Paul spokeof his salvation with a nate of certainty. The verb GknowO(oida)
used here containsan air of confidence. Theterm may beused of acomplete
knowledgeidentified with the mind rather than the process of knowledgewhich
comes from theexperience. Whether the certainty of knowedgecomes from the
fact that Paul used theword o 1da or whether it comes from the context, theterm
doesimply a certainty and confidence. [Melick]

19 B Thegroundfor the apogle@ rejoicingis tha heknows that hewill be
vindicated by God in the heavenly court. He® confident that his captivity has been
divindy appointed for thedefense of thegopd. [OBrien]

19 B Thewords Qhiswill turn outfor my ddiveranceOcorrespondexactly to the
LXX of Job 13:16. Paul applies Job@wordsto his own situation, not because they
were vagudy or margindly paallel, but because helN like JobN is certain of his
vindication (cf. Job 13:13-16). [OBrien]

19 DPaul@ life had taken much the same course as Job® When nothing made
sense to Job and everyoneoppogd him, his GavationOwas tha he knew hewas
jus and that hewould stand before God and bevindicated. [Melick]

19 b Paul is notreferring to hisimmediate acquittal and discharge from prison when
he uses theword Qidiverance.Olngtead, his confident assertion that his present state
of affairswill work outfor his salvation points to his vindication in the heavenly
coutt (cf. Rom. 1:16;10:10; 2 Cor. 7:10; Phil. 1:28). [O@rien]

19D Thepassage containsterms that relate to spiritud ddiverance: salvation and
hope Thebetter interpretation s to see Paul® salvation in an eschatological
seneN helooked forward to his entrance into heaven and vindication by the Lord
himself. [Melick]

19 B Thetwo terms QorayersOand the pOare closely related, governed by one
prepostion and connected by asingle article. Thesupply of the Spirit is theanswer
to his friendprayer. [O@Brien]

19DThisvindication will come in answer to theintercessory prayers of his
Philippian friendsfor the assistance of the Spirit that will enable Paul to bear
witness faithfully before his accusers and judges. [O@Brien]



19 - Paul combined hisfounddiond trug in Christ with theneed for prayers on his
behdf. [Mdlick]

19 b Paul is accugomed to earnestly requesting tha his readers intercedefor him in
his cogly work of spreading thegosd (cf. Rom. 15:30-32; 2 Cor. 1:11; Eph.6:19;
Col. 4:3; 1 Thes. 5:25; 2 Thes. 3:1-2; Philemon 22). [O@rien]

Romans 15:30-32

%) gppedl to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by thelove of the Spirit, to
strive together with me in your prayers to God onmy behdf, *'tha | may be
ddivered fromtheunbdieversin Judes, andtha my service for Jerusalem may be
acceptable to the saints, ¥so that by God®@will | may come to youwith joy and be
refreshed in your company.

Ephesians6:19
I Pray] also for me, tha words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to
prodaim the mystery of thegogd,

Colossans4:3
At the same time, pray also for us, tha God may open to usadoa for theword, to
declare themystery of Christ, on accountof which I amin prisonN

2 Thessalonians 3:1-2

'Findly, brothers, pray for us tha theword of the Lord may speed ahead and be
honoked, as happened amongyou, “and that we may be ddivered from wicked and
evil men. For notal have faith.

19 BDWhile Paul would certainly deny the assertion that someonecan distribute
salvation to another by meansof prayer, hedoes suggest tha God ordansthe
prayers of his people as a meansthroughwhich to accomplish His purposs,
induding His purposs for the perseverance of Christiansin thefaith and for ther
ultimate salvation. Paul@ own prayers for the sanctification and find salvation of
the bdievers to whom hewrote show how serioudy hetookthis duty (see 1 Cor.
1:4-9; Eph. 1:15-23; 3:14-21; Phil. 1:3-11; Col. 1:9-14; 2 Thes. 1:11-12).
[Thielman]

19 BAlthoughit grates agang Western motionsof the autonony of theindividud,
Paul did not conceive of sanctification and ultimate salvation as solely private
enterprises. Individud Christiansneed the prayerful intercession of thar brothers
and sisters for their spiritud well-being so tha they Onay be pure and blameless
untl theday of ChristO(Phil. 1:10). [Thielman]

19 Dof the SpiritQis likely subjective in this context, referring to the hdp given to
Paul by the Holy Spirit. It fits with JesusOpromise aboutthe assistance broughtby
the Spirit to bdievers who bear withess when they appear before ther accusers and
judges (cf. Mt. 10:20; Mk. 13:11; Lk. 12:12). [O®rien]

19DOwing nat least to ther prayers and the consequent hdp given by the Holy
Spirit, Paul desires to be so faithful tha hewill beentirely vindicated before Godin
theend.[Carson]



19 DIt seemslikely that here theword thdpOdoes not mean the hdp tha the Spirit
givesto Paul butthe Spirit himself, who God supgies to Paul. [Thielman]

19 DMany Christianstoday beieve that the Spirit is more inactive than Paul®
language alows (see dlso Gal. 3:5; Eph. 5:18; 1 Thes. 4:8; 2 Tim. 1.5). All
bdievers have the Spirit al thetime, butthey sometimes experience the Spirit@
presence in greater power and abundance than at other times (see referencesto the
QillingQof the Spirit). [Thielman]

19 DOneddfinite article standsin front of both (orayersOand thedpOso that the
phrase runs literally, Qhroughthe prayer (singular) of you and supply of the Spirit
of Jesus Christ.OPaul is suggesting that the presence of the Spirit will be supplied to
Paul throughthe prayers of the Philippians In some mysteriousway, those prayers
are linked with God@ furnishing of the Spirit to him, and together they providethe
hep he needsto face the Roman tribund with courage. [ Thielman]

19Dt isappropriate and desirable that bdieverstoday should pray for ther fellow
bdieversthat, especially in times of trial, God will fill them with His Spiritin
unusud abundance so that they may stand firm and even be strengthened in the
faith. [Thielman]

19D This passageteachers ustha we should pray for and expect the Spirit to come
with unusud abundance on Christianswho are undergoing suffering, particularly
suffering for ther faith. [Thielman]

19 DEven Paul®@ death can result in his Qldiverance,Obecause the ddiverance of
which he speaksis unrelated to his physcal release fromthe chansthat bind him. It
isingead his eschatological Galvation.O[ Thielman)

19 BPaul®words Qhis will turn outfor my ddiveranceOecho exactly the Greek
rendaing of Job 13:16. There Job claims tha despite the accusationsof his
detractors, heisinno@nt and therefore certain tha when he standsbefore God®@
tribund, hewill be acquitted. Paul@focustoo is not on acquittal before his earthly
accusers, butbefore God onthefind day. [ Thielman]

Whether the prize here is salvation or the glory tha Paul will receive at thefind
day, the statement shows that Paul refused to use his assurance that hewould
persevere to theend as an excuse to relax his effortsin the service of Christ andthe
gogd. [Thieiman|

3. Trug Godto vindicate you. (20)

20 DPaul® Geager expectationCoocurs only twicein theNT, here andin Rom. 8:19
where it describes the eager longng with which all creation waits for therevelation
of thesonsof God. In other words what Paul is eagerly expectingisthe
consummation of God® purposes. [O®Brien]

20 DPaul may have coined theterm Geager expectation.OIt@ unusudly strongas
indicated by its only other usein Rom. 8:19. Josephususes the verb to describe how
in the moments before the Roman armies attached the Galilean city of JotapatalN
which hewas assigned to defendN he (hreathlessy awaited the hal of arrows.OThe
word, then, refers to the intense expectation of something that is sure to happen.
[Thielman]



20D As Paul awaits trial, he knows tha whaever hgppenshewill notbeputto
shamelN a shame tha has nothing to dowith public opinion butrelates to his
standing before God. His confidence lies notin hisrelation to his environment
(since the extreme aterndives of life and deeth could not bring such an assurance)
butin God®@faithfulness. Paul as a servant of Christ Jesuswould be ashamed if his
Lord was notglorified throughhim. [O@rien]

20 BTextsrelated to thisidea of being Gashamed(i.e., Is. 28:16; Rom. 9:33; 10:11-
12) have little to do with beng ashamed to confess Christ. They do not speak to the
point of timidity. Rather, they speak to the security of bdievers and the certainty
tha they are on solid fourdaion when they bdieve on the @omerstone O[Melick]
20 D Thewords Gull couragebhere could connoe @paness,to draw attention to
thefree and unrestricted way in which theglorifying of Christ wasto be
manifested; or it might mean ®oldness,(to showthat Christ will bemagnified in
Paul@ bodyin a bold and uncompromising manne as he bears faithful witnessto
his Lord. [O®rien]

20D Thephrase Qull courageOtrand ates a strong Greek expression (lit., have all
presenceQ). Usudly, Paul employed it referring to the prodamation of the god (2
Cor 3:12; Eph 6:19) so that it described boldness in witness. However, it describes a
courage of life. He hopel tha hewould have the courageto live or die as atrue
Christian should. [Melick]

20 DTheapogle® whole person has aways been at this Lord@ disposal (cf. 1 Cor.
6:19-20). [O@Brien]

20 DPaul@driving concern is notthat hewill berdeased fromjail or that hewill
die arelatively panful death, butthe he should do nothing of which hewould some
day be ashamed. He wants courage so tha Christ may be exalted in his body,
whether by life or death. He wants to hear Christ® blessed QVell donéOon thelast
day. [Carson]

« TheDilemmaN To live or die? (21-23)

Philippians 1:22-23
?2E Yet which | shdl choo® | cannottell. 2| am hard pressed between the two.

Living to advance the goge Dying to bewith Christ

Qo liveis ChristO(21) Qo dieisgan((21)

Qo live in theflesh, tha meansfruitful QMly desireisto depart and bewith Christ,

labor for me((22) for tha isfar betterO(23)

1. Let Christ beyourlife. (21)

21 DFor Paul to keep onliving here surely means ministry, Christ-centered
ministry, Christ-empowered ministry, Christ@ presence in his ministry. To dieisto
bring that ministry to an end. But even so there isonly gain, since theministry is
notan endinitself, and it is now swallowed upin thegloriousddightof the
unshielded presence of the exalted Jesushimself. [Carson]




21D Thephrase Qo liveis ChrissOmus mean that Paul so totally wanted to glorify
Christ tha aslongas helived everything was to paint people to Christ. [Melick]
21D Themog important statement in this series of contrastsis thefirst: To Paul,
life means Christ. Statements like this are commonto him (see Phil 3:8; Rom
6:4,8,11;14:7-9; 2 Cor. 5:14-15; Gal. 2:20; Col. 3:4; 1 Thes. 5:10). Hislifeis
Christ. Such statements can only mean tha Paul@ relationship with Christ was so
clos tha his entire existence derived its meaning from his Lord. [ Thielman]

Philippians 3:8

®Indead, | counteverything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesusmy Lord. For his sake | have suffered theloss of all thingsand count
them asrubbish, in orde that | may gain Christ

Romans 14:7-9

"For noneof uslives to himself, and noneof usdies to himself. 8If we live, welive
to theLord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether
we die, we are the Lord@®. °For to this end Christ died and lived agan, tha he might
be Lord both of thedead and of theliving.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15

““For theloveof Christ controls us, because we have condude this: tha onehas
died for al, therefore all have died; **and he died for all, tha those who live might
nolonge live for themselves butfor him whofor ther sake died and was raised.

Galatians 2:20

| have been crudified with Christ. It isnolonge | wholive, but Christ who lives
inme. Andthelifel nowliveintheflesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me.

Colossians 3:4
“When Christ whois your life appears, then you also will appear with himin glory.

21 DWhat can you possibly dowith Christianslike that? Kill them? Y ousimply
can®@hugh them up; Christ meanstoo much to them, thego9d istoo central for
them. [Carson]

2. Let death beyourfriend. (21-23)

21 PWelivein aculture that thinks of physca desth with such dread that sodety®@
highest god isthe pogponement of degsth aslongas possible. When it findly
occurs, it is something of an embarrassment. On the other hand we are so obsessed
with physcal life tha we arewilling to deny it to countiess unboin children too
small and weak to defend themselvesin order to improve Qhe qudity of lifeOfor
thestrongwho can. [Thielman]

21 DIt has often been observed tha desth is an embarrassment to modan Western
culture. Prior to the 1% hdf of the 20" century, when extended families often lived



near each other and even in thesame houg, it was not uncommon for children to
observe death firsthand and to learn to copewith it from older family members
aroundthem. Today, however, people diein hogitals more frequently than in
homes, bodies are quickly removed from hogital to morgue and theembadmer@
art rapidly restores the body of the deceased to alifelike appearance. Death isthe
worst possible event for those who bdieve tha they have an indienablerightto
Qife, libety, and the pursuit of hgppiness,Oand our way of coping with it seems to
beto deny its existence. Paul, however, faced desth with the same firm resolve tha
marked his approach to life, for both desth and life to him meant service to Chrigt,
and service to Christ was his primary god. [Thielman]

i 23DPPaul@longingfor desth was, in reality, alonging for a more intimate, open,
and total relationship with Christ himself. Such arelationship could only occur after
death. [Mélick]

i 23DThedifficulty this verse poss to the notion of Goul sleepOis undeniable.
Desath certainly would not have been (better by farOto Paul had he been congious
of any interval when hewould notbe with the Lord between his physca deeth and
his physcal resurrection (see 2 Cor. 5:8). [Thielman]

« TheDecisionN Advanae thegod! (24-26)

1. Help others grow in Christ by your partnership. (24-25)

i 24PThedesire to go bewith Christ would be nothing more than to satisfy Paul®
persond longing now [JS]

i 24DTo Qemain in thefleshOmeansbeng acquitted before theimperial court and
released from prison, for then he would be free to continuehis apogolic ministry to
the bendit of thePhilippiansand others. [Melick]

I 24PPhydcal life or death are not of ultimate importance to Paul. Living means
carrying outhis calling to preach Christ (v. 218 and dying means both the gain of
conformity with Christ® death (v. 21b; 3:8-11) and fellowship with Christ (1:23).
He hopes for theoutcome thd, in his opinion, will mog clearly advance the
preaching of Christ. [Thielman]

i 24-26 DWha is striking about Paul@ evaluaionis how deeply it istied to thewell-
being of other bdievers, rather than to his own. His degpest hopefor his own
immediate future tumn nether onthebliss of immediately gaining heaven@ portals
nor onreturning to afulfilling ministry and escaping the pangsof death, but on
wha is best for his convets. Often we are tempted to evaluae aternatives by
thinking throughwha seems best for us How often doweraise as afirst prindple
whda is best for the church?[Carson]

i 25D Theword (orogressO(prokop!n) was used earlier of the advancement of the
gogd message (1:12). Both QorogressOand QoyOare modified by On thefaith.O
Two nounsjoined by kai and introduced by onearticle refer to the same person or
thing. Progress and joy are two sides of the same idea. The congdruction On the
faithOis an objective genitive, that is, GProgress and joy directed toward ther faith.O
AsthePhilippians matured in ther undestanding of Chrigt, thar joy in thefaith
would despen and would beencouraged. [Melick]



I 25BPaul hopesto demondrate for the Philippiansthe prindple tha he will
articulate more clearly in 2:4, tha of notlooking to his own interest, butto the
interest of others. In matters as momentousas life and death, Paul iswilling to put
theinterests of the Philippiansahead of his own. [Thielman]

2. Help othes glory in Christ by your presence. (26)

I 26DTher finanda suppot (see 4:10) caused Paul to worship and praise theLord,
who sent it throughthem. Naturally, thegift brought joy, but the greater joy was
wha it meantin thework of theLord. Applyingthat undestanding here, Paul
realized that his presence provided an occasion for worship and praise. In spite of
the similarity of 1:26 and 4:10, two different words describe Goy.OIn 4:10, Paul
used chair", Qo rejoiceOor e glad.OHere, theword is kauch! ma, Qo boast or be
proud OKauch! ma often suggests an occasion or object of thejoy and has the sense
of Qaking prideinOsomething specific. [Melick]

I 26 DThree complementary phrases explain the ground of ther glorying. First, it
would verflowOin Christ Jesus For Paul, Jesuswas aways the basis of joy.
Second, it would bethroughPaul as representing Christ. Paul, as apodle, brought
Christ to them, and they longe to see him again. He was ther best example of
Jesus. Third, they would boast because of Paul@® presence with them again.
Additiondly, there may bean overtoneof joy tha thetria would be over and tha
thework of theLord could goforth. [Melick]

APPLICATION

Mehdi Dibg was imprisoned by thegovenment of Iran in 19840n charges of Gapogasy,Osince
he had conveted from Islam to Christianity. The pendty for this crime according to thelsamic
law tha ruled Iran was death. Mehdi languished in prison for ten years before his case came to
trial; when it did, his written statement of defense was a smple and straightforward reaffirmation
of commitment to Jesus ChristE

[Jesus Chrigt] isour Saviour and He is the Son of God. To know Him meansto know
eternd life. I, ausless sinne, have bdieved in His bdoved person and al His wordsand
miracles recorded in the Gogpd, and | have committed my life into His hands Lifefor
me is an oppotunity to serve Him, and death is a better oppotunity to bewith Christ.
Therefore | am not only satisfied to bein prison for thehonou of His Holy Name, butam
ready to give my life for the sake of Jesusmy Lord.

On December 12,1993, the court before whom this defense was made sentenced Mehdi to
execution. Then, unde intense pressure from people in the West who knew the case, induding
theU. S. State Depatment, the Iranian govenment arranged Mehdi@ release in Januay 1994.



Seven monthslater, hewas founddead Qunde suspiciouscircumstancesOin a Tehran park, the
3 Christian murdered in Iran after his release from prison.!

! See GChristian Found Dead, Iran Says,OThe Boston Globe (July 6, 1994), 8; GProminent Church Leaders Slain,0
Christianity Today (August 15, 1994), 54.



