Series: Togeher for Grace (The GogpdN Putting First ThingsFirst!)
Title:  OrheMandae for a Unified FrontO
Text:  Philippians1:27-30

Unity amongbdievers is absolutely essential for advancingthe gogsd in theface
of persecution.

MOTIVATION

* Paul stresses here the postive relationship of bdievers with each other. More than one
athletic team with many outstanding players has failed to win a championghip because
mog of those players conaentrated on their own success rather than theteam@. A less
talented team can often win agang onethat is more talented because the weaker team
works efficiently togethe to achieve a common oljective. [MacArthur]

* ThePhilippian church was notunlike our churches todayE
o They were desperately poor. (2 Cor. 8:1-5)

2 Corinthians 8:1-5

"We want you to know, brothers, aboutthe grace of God tha has been given
amongthe churches of Macedonia, *for in a severe test of affliction, their
abundance of joy and ther extreme povety have overflowed in awealth of
geneosity onther part. *For they gave according to ther means as| can testify,
and beyondthdr means of therr own free will, *begging usearnestly for thefavor
of taking part in therelief of thesaintsN *and this, not as we expected, but they
gave themselvesfirst to theLord and then by thewill of Godto us

o They were persecuted for Christ. (1:27-30)

o They had someinfighting. (2:1-4; 4:2-3)

o They were attacked by false teachers. (3:2,18-19)
EXPOSITION & APPLICATION

I Thefollowingtwo key phrases establish theidea for therest of the paragraph. [JS]




Qet your manne of life beworthy of thegogd of ChristO

Paul had jus expressed his joyousexpectation of visiting Philippi agan (1:25E26); but
tha was not his primary concern. Regardless of wha hgppened to him, Paul wanted ther
livesto reflect worthily onthegogd of Christ. It isatruth the apodle reiterates
implicitly throughouttheletter and explicitly in the next chapter (2:15-16). [MacArthur]
Paul had opened the previoussection of hisletter in v. 12 with areference to his
circumstances (literally, QhethingsaboutmeQ. He opensthenew sectioninv. 27ina
similar way but nowwith a reference to the PhilippiansQcircumstances (literally, Ghe
thingsaboutyou®. His own affairs drop from view to reemergeonly briefly at two places
intherest of theletter (2:19-24and 4:10-14,18,22). [Thielman]

In 1:27 D2:18 Paul@ primary conaern is with the PhilippiansCettitudes toward one
another. Two prominent members of the church and valuable coworkers in Paul®
ministry, Euodia and Syntyche were quareling with oneanother (4:2), andtheir dispute
had probably infected therest of thechurch (2:14). [Thielman]

Paul makes onehighly significant demand. Whether hevisits them agan or not hewants
them to live as citizens of heaven, behaving in a manne worthy of thegogd of Christ.
Thiswill invadve them in standing fast or secure with a common purpo< in theface of
attacks uponthe progress of the gopd. This comprehengve exhortation standsas a
rubric to thewhole section 1:27 2:18.[O®rien)]

Beginning with 1:27, verbsin theimperative moodare scattered evenly throughoutthe
letter (2:2,5,12,1429;3:1,2,1516,17;4:1,3,4,5,6,8,9,21). [ Thielman]

Monon(only) is placed at the beginning of the sentence in the Greek text for emphasis.
[MacArthur]

Politeuomai (condud) isthemain verb in verses 27E80, which in the Greek isa single
sentence. It comes fromtherootword polis (city), which in earlier timesusudly referred
to the city-states to which inhabitants gave thar primary allegiance. Theverb carries the
basic meaning of beng acitizen. But, by implication, it meansbeng a goodcitizen, one
whose condud bringshonorto the pditical bodyto whomonebdongs [MacArthur
QGnanng of lifeOis an unusid term, and the verb form occurs only here andin Acts 23:1.
Normally Paul used theverb GvalkO(peripate! ) to describe a Christian@ condud. Here
he used the verb Gzondud yourselves as citizengO(politeu! ). The nounform occurs in
3:20in calling the Philippiansto appropriate ethical condud. There he stated that Gur
citizenship isin heaven.O[Melick]

Theterm Onanne of lifeOprobably doesretain ashade of its origind significance and
thusdraws attention to theidea of mutud and corporate responsbility. [O@Brien]
Theterm Gondud yoursalvesO(@nanne of lifeQ) probably carries a deeper significance
than isimmediately appaent from mog English trandations It occurs only twice in the
NT, one haeandonain Acts 23:1. In other andent Greek literature it sometimes
meansto (have one3 citizenshipOor homeOin a certain city or state, to QuleQor
Qyoven the state,Oor simply to Qive, condud oneself, or lead one3 life.OSeveral pieces
of evidence show tha Paul probably chose theword specifically because of its political
nuance. The Philippianswere congtiousof ther statusas citizens of Rome and proud of
it. Thisword would probably nothave been unknavn to them asatermforlivingasa
citizen of Philippi should live. Paul likely is telling the Philippiansto goven ther lives



according to the gogd rather than according to society® requirements for being agood
citizen of Philippi. [Thielman]

Roman sodety, like Greek sodety before it, was highly community-conscious The
individud was suborinate to the state, and a person® skills, talents, energy, and
endeavors were devoted first of al to theinterests of sodety at large It was nota coerced
subjection, as in moden totalitarian states, but was based on awilling sense of
interdegpendence in which citizenstook great pride A responsble citizen was careful nat
to do anything tha would bring disrepute on his pdis. And hetried alwaysto be
congdered an honoble citizen, so tha hewould never beremoved fromthelist of
citizens [MacArthur]

Gstanding firmin onespirit, with onemindO

Paul@ specific concern was a unified stand for thegogd. Both of these elements were
important. The church at Rome stoodfor thegogd, butthere was no unity. That hurt its
witness. The Philippianshad the oppotunity to witness to theworld by ther unified
stand for thegogd. [Melick]

Cetanding firmOtrand ates the single Greek verb st"k!, which refersto steadfastly holding
one3 groundregardless of dange or oppostion. Theword was used of a soldier who
defende his postion at all cods, even to the point of sacrificing hislife. [MacArthur
Other uses of Gtanding firmQ Phil. 4:1; Rom. 144; 1 Cor. 16:13;1 Thes. 3:8; 2 Thes.
2:15; Eph. 6:11-13.

If hewere absent, perhapsbecause of the unfavorable verdict in histrial or unexpected
ddays, hedtill longel to hear of its goodspiritud condition. Paul had noinflated ideas
abouthisimportance. Thechurch was capable of standing for thegogpd. [Melick]
Theidea of standing fast or secure is clearly demanded from the context of vv. 28-30,
where the Philippiansare said to betroubled, in dange of being shaken, oppo®d by
adversaries, required to suffer, and engaged in a struggle. For them to live lives worthy of
thegod it isnecessary first of all tha they standfirm in theface of attacks made upon
that gopd. [OBrien]

The expression Gaith of the gogpd Ohas many possible interpretations and thereislittle
clear precedent in the New Testament that favors any oneof them. The context assumes
tha people oppo®d the church and its message Tha meansthat this condruction
probably relates to its taking the gogd to theworld. Paul must have meant Gzontending
for theadvance of thegopd.O[Melick]

The genitive congruction f the gogpd Ocould be descriptive (G gopd-faithQ,
objective (Gafaith directed toward the gogpd Q, subjective (Gaith produced by the
godQ, or appostiond (Cafaith which isthegogdQ. Of these, thesecondis the least
likely. Theword QaithQ(! "#$%8) is also capable of a semantically active (GaithQ or
passive (Gaithfulness) trandation, and can even be a synonymfor Gnessage. O Melick]
Asthey are wholly committed to the advance of the gogd, tha is, its dynamic onward
march, they will walk worthily of thegogd by hddingfast to it, preaching and
confessing it in spite of oppostion and temptation. [O@Brien]

It is unnesessary to distinguish between GypiritOand GoulOhere. They both explain the
immaterial pat of persons and the point Paul made was that the church was to unite



insde and out Both nespiritOand nesoulOmean that there was no divisiveness.
[Melick]

i To beOn onespiritOspeaks of the human spirit and might berendered Qvith onecommon
purposeOThe phrase is parale to theimmediately foIIowmgwordsQ)nemlndOand
denotes Maving the same attitudeor the same orientation of willO Such a unity of
purpoe is effected only in and throughthe Holy Spirit. [O@rien]

i Mog trandators and commentators have undestood the two phrases nespiritOand
nesoulOto beparalld to each other. Jugt as GoulOis areference to the human soul, so
QypiritOis a reference to the human spirit, notto the Holy Spirit. But since Paul uses the
precise phrase On onespiritOelsewhere to mean Gn the one Spirit of God(1 Cor. 12:13;
Eph. 2:18), however, itislikely that inv. 27 the phrase carries at least some alusonto
God® Spirit. [Thielman]

I Other references to like-mindedness amongbdievers: Phil. 2:1-5; Eph. 4:1-6; Acts 2:44-
46;4:32;JIn.17:21-22, 1 Cor. 1:10; 10:16-17; Rom. 12:4-5,16)

I If thecitizensof Philippi were so devoted to the honor of ther human kingdom how
much more should bdievers be devoted to the kingdom of Christ (cf. Col. 1:12P13)?
[MacArthur]

i Thechurch® greatest testimony before theworld is spiritud integrity. When the unsaved
look at the church and do not see holiness, purity, and virtue, there appearsto beno
reasonto bdieve thegogd it prodaims. [MacArthur

i Thefollowing participles explain postively (Gtriving® and negaively (Ghot frightenedQ
what this Gtanding firmCsignifies. The Philippiansare to present a united and
unwavering frontagang the attacks of theenemy in ther conflict for thegogd.
[O@Brien]

How do we live togeher congstent with the gogpd? (see notes on 27aabove

1. Work togeher for acommon purpo<e. (1:27)

i Althoughwe may notbe able to obey directly thecommand to contend Gis one
man for thefaith of the gogpd Oamid intense sodietal persecution, we can stand
togaher with our brothers and sisters across the globewho suffer for thefaith in
circumstances similar to those of the Philippians Paul stood united with the
suffering Philippians across the miles, and they Philippiansdid the same for
Paul. The contemporary church in the West, then, should follow ther example
and unite itself in practical ways with its suffering brothers and sistersin other
cultures. [Thielman]

i Thecontext of the present passage, which focuses on bdieversCettitudes, seems
to indicate tha heis spesking of the bdiever® human spirit. [MacArthur]

I Sunahle! (strivingtogeher) isacompoundGreek word, composed of the
prepostion sun (with) and thenounathle! , which meansto compeein a
contest, especialy in a sport such aswrestling. It istheterm from which the
English words athlete and athletics are derived. [MacArthur]

i Thereisstressin theapogle® words on unity and the need for a concerted
effort anongthe Philippiansthemselves: the sun- in sunathle! isto be



undestoodin this sense and may be paraphrased by @ontending as onepeason
while the phrase Qvith oneaccordOwhlch is best regarded as modifying the
paticiple Gtruggll ngtogeheOrather than bang in appostion to @nein spirit,
onein mind® point to the common and united purmpose the members of the
congregdion are to have in this struggle. [Odrien)

At notimein thehistory of the church has there been greater need for
discernment than in our own day. The church desperately needsto heed the
Bible(d warnings (Mt. 7:15; Acts 20:28-30C; Jude4; 1 Tim. 6:20;2 Tim. 1:14).
[MacArthur]

2. Don®beafraid of oppostion. (1:28-30)

QA\larmedQis from ptur!, averb used only here inthe New Testament. It did not
necessarily mean abject fright, as the King James Version@rendaing QerrifiedO
would suggest. But it did refer to serious fearful concern. It was used of a startled
horse who bolted, often because of something perfectly harmless, and threw his
rider. [MacArthur]

Theword GrightenedOcould denote the uncontrollable stampeded of startled
horses. The PhilippiansQopponats tried to throw them in a panic or to strike
terror into their hearts. [O@rien]

The church was to have an unflinchable steadfastness, even in the midg of
persecution. [Melick]

Paul had been afraid in Corinth when his preaching met oppostion, and God had
respondel with encouraging words (see Acts 18:9-10; cf. 2 Cor. 1:3-11). God had
comforted himin histime of trial, and the Philippiansshould not be afraid since
God will hdp them aso. [Thielman]

Paul does not suggest that the Philippiansengagein an aggressive offensve
agang ther persecutors. He suggests ingead tha they maintain ther composure
and await theday when God will destroy those who oppo® thegopd (Rom.
12:19; cf. Mat. 5:43-45). Believers are to respondto oppostion only with
kindress and exemplary behavior (Rom. 12:20-21; cf. 1 Pet. 4:19), so tha ther
opponats may be shamed into silence (Titus2:8) and even wonto thefaith (1
Pet. 2:12,21-23; 3:1,16). [Thielman]

It confirmswhoisthereal dedl. (1:28)

I Thevery fact tha they were being attacked because of thegopd was
proof tha thar opponats were headed for destruction. But it was also a
sign of beieversOeternd salvation. Both signsare from God, thefirst to
mark out His enemies, the secondto mark out His children. [MacArthur]

i Thecondrudionis best seen in reference to the non-Christian world
entirely. Thewords Qo themOprecede therest of the sentence and must
mean that both aspects of the church@ steadfastness were asignto
unbdievers. Thus they would know of ther destruction and the
bdieversOsalvation. Thefact, then, tha the Philippians could stand firm



in theface of adversity proved ther relationship to theLord. Others
could see a hidden strength. [Melick]

« Itisagraciousgift from God. (1:29-30)

o

Y ou get assurance of your salvation. (28)
Youget to beidentified with Christian heroes. (30)
You get to know Christ intimately. (3:10)

In asurprising statement Paul explainswhy the present situation of the
Philippiansis asign of thar future salvation: it is because thar bdieving
in Christ and especialy their suffering for his sake had been @racioudy
give(to them by God. [O@rien]

(Has been grantedOis from charizl, which isfromthe same rootas the
nouncharis (grace) and literally means Qo give, renda, or grant
gracioudy.Oln His sovereign grace, God not only gave beieversthe
marvelousgift of faith to bdieve in Him, but also the privilegeto suffer
for His sake. [MacArthur]

Theword QyrantedO(@jive freely or gracioudy asafavorQ) occursin
Paul@ writing 16 times, 3 timesin Luke® gogpd and 4 timesin Acts. In
Paul@ |etters theword is employed chiefly in conrection with the
decisive, graciousgift of God (Rom. 8:32;1 Cor. 2:12; Gal. 3:18;
Philemon 22.[O@Brien]

The passive voice in QrantedOis used to signify that the gracious
activity was God@ The aorist tense pointsto the origind bestowal of the
gift, which occurred when they first beieved, while Qo youQ's placed
emphaically and correspondswith the previousreference. [O@Brien]
Thestartling statement aboutsuffering beng a gift probably has two
chaacteristics of Christian sufferingin view: (1) Sufferingis a gift
because, when successfully endured, it confirms the future salvation of
thebdiever (cf. v. 28h); and (2) It isa gift because throughit we become
identified with Christ@ suffering (3:10), a suffering that was redemptive
and issued in theresurrection. [ Thielman]

When Paul spesks of suffering as a gift hedoes nat mean tha Godisits
author. ThePhilippian pagans of Philippi who persecuted their newly
convated neghbois were sinning, and God is notthe author of sin. Paul
can describethis suffering as a gift from God because God in his
sovereignty used this suffering to serve his own good purposes.
[Thielman]

Paul@ claim that the oppostion the Philippians experience serves as a
doubk-sided token indicates oneaspect of the gift-character of suffering
for Christ. Such suffering provides clarity aboutwho standswith God
andwho does not. It isunlikely tha anyonewhos commitment to the
gogd isinauthentic will bewillingto endure thefiery trials of physcal
discomfort and emotiond pan tha persecution brings In such acrisis,
inquirers who have been walking the border between commitment to and



rejection of thegopd mud findly make adecision, and thoe who have
professed loydty to the church for ulterior motives findly decidethat
thar deception nolonge pays. Those whoremain, as aresult, have the
assurance that their commitmentisreal. [Thielman]

Believers at Philippi were drawn mainly from a Gentile and pagan
background,and for them theidea of suffering @or one3 godQvas
entirely new. This explains Paul@ references to his own example (in
1:12-26) and why hewarnsthe Philippians of theimpending necessity of
suffering.[ N. Walter]

Thereason unbdieverswould arrive a tha condusionistha God
granted sufferingto Christians Thetext makes a direct connection
between Qhe signGand suffering, usng a Greek word which mugt be
taken as providing areason. [Melick]

The suffering was Gon behdf of Christ,Oas stated twicein 1:29. The
words (n behdf of Oappesr to bevicarious i.e., in his place. Thewords
recall Col 1:24, where Paul stated tha he suffered eschaologically, Gor
the sake of his body.OThe phrase does point out that Paul had in mind
the specific suffering tha comesto Christiansas they serve Christ.
[Melick]

Other references on thecertainty of suffering: Phil. 3:10;2 Tim. 3:12;
Mt. 10:22,24-25; Jn. 16:2-3; Mk. 10:29-30; Rom. 5:3-5; James 1:2-4; 1
Pet. 1:6-8; 4:13;5:10; Acts 5:41)

Suffering for Christ® sake is not a burden but rather a highhonorHe
gracioudy bestows on His faithful saints. [MacArthur]

Suffering confirms Christiangl¥aith, bringsthem into closer contact with
theLord, and provides a vehicle for making commitment real and
tangible. It is onething to accept sufferingand resign oneself to it. It is
another to realize the privileges tha come throughit. [Melick]

Orhe conflict which you saw in meOrefers to the hogtile oppostion and
persecution he and Silas faced when they were imprisoned in Philippi
(Acts 16:16040). And now hear to bein meQrefers, of course, to the
apogle® present imprisonment in Rome, which he has aready
mentioned (1:12B18). [MacArthur]

Believersin moden Western democracies know little or nothing of the
kind of suffering Paul describesin these verses, and so thetemptationis
strongto make them more generally applicable than they are. Paul3
statement tha the Philippians should not befrightened by those who
oppo® them can too easily within our culture be stretched to cover
someon&3 oppostion to thenew church building program, rejection of
some fine point of our theology, or disavowal of our favorite Christian
teacher. Y et Paul@ languaye meant nothing of thekind: it was rather
intended to encourage people who stood as a tiny island of commitment
to thegogpd amid araging sea of pagan antagonism. The suffering of
which Paul speaks is suffering for Ghe gogd faithO(v. 27, REB), not
sufferingin general, and certainly nat oppostionto some persond
agenda [Thielman|



I Theprindplesin this passage are relevant both to the occasiond direct
oppostion that Christiansexperience for ther convictionseven in the
free West and to the more subte ways in which modern, technologically
sophisticated sodeties deny thereality of God. Althoughoppression of
Chrigtiansis not officially sanctioned in our culture, Christian
convictionsare notinfrequently ridiculed in the workplace or subtly
berated as QunprogressiveQin academic circles and in thenews and
entertainment media. Theintense materialism of moden culture,
moreover, trivializes the spiritud realm and puts subtie pressures on
bdieversto view thar answersto life@® mog profound questionsas
unimportant and dightly backward. [ Thielman]

DISCUSSION

w N

In your opinion, which of the4 characteristics of the Church at Philippi do churches
today identify with mog?

Wha are some of theways tha infighting can affect a congregation?

Beginning with Qet your manne of life beworth of thegospd of ChristO(1:27),
imperative verbs are scattered evenly throughoutthe book of Philippians
(2:25,121429;3:1,2,1516,17;4:1,3,4,5,6,8,9,21). Wha does thistell usaboutthe
letter to Philippiansand the naure of the Christian responsbility to preserve the
goe?

Why is difficult for 21% century Christiansto embrace a value system thét is driven by
the advancement of thegopd?

What doesit mean for members of the Riversidefaith family to Girive sideby sidefor
thefaith of thegogpd O(Phil. 1:27)? Do you think tha@ currently happening?If so,
how? If nat, why?

Would you consde Riversideto beaunified congegaion? Why or why not? List
some examples of when you have seen unity displayed. Now, ask the same questions
aboutyour M-PACT group?

. Paul said don®be Grightened in anything by your opponatsO(Phil. 1:28). Read the

following verses and discuss how Christians are to respondto oppostion: Mat. 5:43-45;
Rom. 12:19-21; 1 Pet. 4:19. Read thefollowing verses and discuss the purposes of such
respons. Titus2:8; 1 Pet. 2:12,21-23; 3:1,16. Share aboutatime tha your Christian
witness was met with oppostion. How did you respond?What was the result?

Paul said suffering had been QyrantedOto the Philippians as a @raciousgiftQ(Phil.
1:29). Does thismean tha Godistheauthor of suffering and, therefore, responsble for
the pain and hardship tha come to bdieversin themidg of it? Why or why not?

Look upthefollowing verses on suffering: Mt. 10222 24-25; Mk. 10:29-30; Jn. 16:2-3;
Acts5:41; Rom. 5:3-5; Phil. 3:10; 2 Tim. 3:12; James 1:2-4; 1 Pet. 1:6-8; 4:13; 5:10.
Wha do these passages teach usaboutsuffering in the Chrigtian life?



